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rather mild flavour, and specially adapted for softening tanned
leather, which absorbs it greedily.
In many works, skins are shamoyed for the special purpose
of producing degras, that is to say, after being fulled and
treated with potash, the skins are resoaked with fish oil, left
to heat, fulled, and treated again with potash, this cycle of
operations being repeated until the skins drop to pieces.
Production of Degras from Fish Oil.—A much simpler
method of producing degras, however, is by emulsifying fish
oil in the following manner : A solution of potash (10 to 20
per cent, strength) is boiled in a capacious pan, and fish oil is
run into the hot liquor, in the form of a very thin stream,
from a tank overheard, the liquid being kept stirred by means
of paddles, etc. The quantity of fish oil used must be
determined in each case. With some fish oils as much as
50 per cent, of the mass in the pan may be taken, but in
others a much smaller proportion is sufficient
After all the fish oil is in, the stirring is continued for a
considerable time, and the mass is heated further, samples
being drawn at intervals. When one of these samples no
longer separates into two layers on being left to stand for
some time in a high test-glass, but forms a homogeneous
milky liquid, the operation is complete. The finished degras
is then stirred whilst cooling, until it becomes viscous, where-
upon it is poured into barrels.
In the majority of cases the above procedure will give
very favourable results, yielding a product fulfilling all re-
quirements. With some kinds of fish oil, however, all at-
tempts to produce a good degras are in vain. The heating
and stirring may, for example, be continued for hours, but
the resulting mass will give up a large proportion of its fat
on standing. Hence one is forced to conclude that certain
kinds of fish oil are incapable of forming an emulsion with
potash solution. It is therefore always advisable to test the
suitability of the fish oil by treating a small quantity with
potash solution in an enamelled pan, with constant stirring.
Fish oil that will not thoroughly emulsify with potash
solution may be made to do so by first heating some weak
caustic soda in the pan, and stirring the oil with this until it

